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Faculty Information 
 
The Taft University System, Inc. employs adjunct faculty which are assigned specific duties to facilitate 
program and course delivery based on their academic and professional credentials and qualifications.  
Faculty Mentors support the student’s independent-study learning role by guiding and stimulating the 
learning process in one-on-one interaction. Our faculty mentors recognize individual learning styles and 
needs, encourage one-on-one contact, and emphasize the relevance of the material to the individual's 
situation. 
 
Gloria J. Alkire, B.A., M.A., California State University, Long Beach; Ed.D., University of La Verne. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Marguerite J. Anatol, B.A., Wisconsin State University; M.A., California State University, Long Beach; 
Ed.D., University of Southern California. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Narbeh Bagdasarian, M.D., Teheran University, Medical School; J.D., Southwestern University, School 
of Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California, New York, New Jersey, Nevada and Arizona.  
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Irene C. Basdakis, B.S., Salem State University; J.D., Western State University, College of Law; 
Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Todd R. Becker, B.A., California State University, Fullerton; J.D., Western State University, College of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Brooke W. Booth, B.A., University of Southern California; M.S., California State University, Fullerton; 
Ed.D., Pepperdine University. (Teaching Responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Ryan M. Bornstein, B.S., University of Delaware; J.D., Villanova University School of Law; LL.M., 
Villanova University School of Law. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business – MST Program) 
 
C. Robert Boyd, B.S., California State University, Long Beach; M.B.A., University of Southern 
California. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business – M.B.A. Program) 
 
David L. Boyd, B.S., California State University, Long Beach; J.D., Western State University, College of 
Law; Certified Public Accountant, California; Admitted to the State Bar of California.  
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program, School of Business – M.B.A and tax programs) 
 
Kelley E. Boyd, Certified Public Accountant, California. B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business – M.B.A. Program) 
 
Thomas M. Brinker, Jr., Certified Public Accountant, Pennsylvania 
B.S., Saint Joseph's University; M.S.A, Widener University; M.S.T., Widener University, School of 
Management; ChFC, The American College; LL.M., Regent University, School of Law.  
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - tax programs) 
 
Barry J. Brock, B.S., University of Alabama; M.P.A., University of West Florida; Ed.D., University of 
Central Florida. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
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William L. Callison, A.B., Occidental College; Ph.D., Stanford University. (Teaching responsibilities in 
the School of Education) 
 
Tina E. Case, B.A., Central Michigan University; M.A., University of California, Riverside; Ed.D., 
University of La Verne. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education)  
 
Kevin S. Chen, B.S., M.S., Stevens Institute of Technology; Ph.D., Northcentral University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Business) 
 
Lorraine Cleeton, B.A., Hunter College; M.S., Lehman College; Ph.D., University of Birmingham. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Robert L. Conn, Attorney at Law B.A., Westmont College; J.D., Loyola Law School; Admitted to the 
State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program and the School of Business 
- M.B.A. Program) 
 
Bari L. Courts, B.S., Kenyon College; M.B.A., University of Cincinnati; Ph.D., Capella University. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - B.S.B.A. Program) 
 
Kody J. Diaz, B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara; J.D., University of San Diego School of Law. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Joshua R. Diaz, B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara; J.D., Loyola Law School. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Paul B. Donzis, M.D., Physician & Surgeon, Attorney at Law. A.B., Princeton University; M.B.A., 
William Howard Taft University; M.D., Washington University; Esquire, Law Office Study; Admitted to 
the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Thomas L. Driver, B.S., Park College; M.A., Liberty University; MPA, Golden Gate University; Ph.D., 
Walden University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Roger J. Duthoy, B.S., Mankato State University; M.S., California State University, Fullerton; Ed.D., 
United States International University. (Professor Emeritus) 
 
Ronnette B. Earle, B.S., Industrial Engineering, Morgan State University; M.S., University of 
Maryland. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Gail N. Egan, B.S.B.A., California State University, Dominguez Hills; J.D., William Howard Taft 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
 
A. Edwin Fahlen, Attorney at Law, Real Estate Broker. B.S.L., J.D., The Simon Greenleaf School of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program and 
the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
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Constance J. Fontaine, B.S., Arcadia University; J.D., Widener University, School of Law; LL.M., 
Villanova University, School of Law. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - MST Program) 
 
J. L. (Janet L.) Fortson, B.A., University of West Florida; M.Ed., Loyola Marymount University; Ed.D. 
University of San Francisco. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Dennis Galloway, The first, and to date only, faculty member retained by the University based 
solely on his outstanding professional experience. Mr. Galloway is one of the foremost experts 
in the United States in the field of franchising. Over a franchising career spanning in excess of thirty 
years, Mr. Galloway has experience as a franchisee, master area franchisor, and national franchisor. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Cynthia M. Geter, B.S., Health Science, California State University, Long Beach; M.B.A., University of 
Phoenix, Management Development Program in Health Care, Center of Excellence in Health Care 
Management, University of Southern California. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - 
M.B.A. Program) 
 
Deborah A. Gilbert, B.A., SUNY Oswego; M.Ed., University of Phoenix; Ed.D., Nova Southeastern 
University (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Michael A.S. Guth, Attorney at Law B.A., Rice University; M.S., California Institute of Technology; 
J.D., Ph.D., The University of Tennessee; Admitted to the State Bar of Tennessee. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program and the School of Business - tax program) 
 
Donna K. Harris, B.S., University of Phoenix; J.D., William Howard Taft University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Stanley A. Hutchinson, Attorney at Law B.A., M.B.A., California State University, Los Angeles; J.D., 
LaVerne College Law Center; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the 
Juris Doctor Program and the School of Business - M.B.A. and tax programs) 
 
David A. Jacobsen, B.S., M.Ed., University of Florida; Ed.D., Arizona State University. (Senior faculty 
responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Ryan A. Jacobsen, B.A., University of Utah; J.D., Chapman School of Law. (Teaching responsibilities 
in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Michael R. James, B.S.B.A., M.B.A., Central Missouri State University; M.A.F.M., Keller Graduate 
School of Management. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program and tax 
programs) 
 
Neil A. Johnson, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Colorado State University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School 
of Business) 
 
Melody L. Jolly, B.A., California State University, Fullerton; J.D., Western State University College of 
Law; Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
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Kristin B. Jones, B.A, The College of Saint Rose; J.D., University at Buffalo School of Law; LL.M., New 
York University, School of Law. (Teach responsibilities in the tax programs) 
 
Michael W. Jones, B.S., Valdosta State University; M.S., University of Phoenix; Pd.D., Walden 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business) 
 
Louie S. Joseph, B.A., University of Nevada; M.S., M.Ed., University of Southern California; Ed.D., 
Nova - Southeastern University. (Professor Emeritus) 
 
Donald P. Kauchak, B.A., M.S., Indiana University; Ed.D., Washington State University. (Senior faculty 
responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Ellen Larkin, B.A., University of Riverside; J.D., Southwestern University School of Law; 
Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Arthur S. Leahy, B.A., State University College, Oneonta, New York; M.A., Ph.D., State 
University of New York at Binghamton. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. 
Program) 
 
Aleta I. Ledendecker, B.A., Thomas Edison State College; M.A., University of Phoenix. (Senior faculty 
responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Don Kirk Macon, B.A., Sul Ross State University; B.A., Charter Oak State College; M.A., American 
Public University; M.A., California State University, Dominquez Hills; Ed.S., Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - B.S.B.A. Program) 
 
Donna McGovern, B.A., York College of Pennsylvania; MBA, University of Southern Calif.; 
J.D., William Howard Taft University, (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Chandra M. Mehrotra, B.S., Agra University; M.Ed., Gorakhpur University; Ph.D., Ohio State 
University. (Senior faculty responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Maple Melder-Crozier, B.A., California State University, Hayward; M.S., California State University, 
Hayward; Ed.D., William Howard Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
D’liese Melendrez, B.A., California State University, Long Beach; M.Ed., University of La Verne; Ed.D., 
University of La Verne. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Kathleen Miller, B.A., University of California, Los Angeles; M.A., Claremont Graduate School; Ed.D., 
University of La Verne. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Faith Morris, A.B., Smith College; M.A., California State University, Northridge; Ed.D, University of 
California, Los Angeles. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Nupur Nagar, B.S., Birla Institute of Technology; M.B.A., University of Texas; J.D., University of West 
Los Angeles, School of Law; LL.M., Golden Gate University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Business - tax programs) 
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Anthony J. Nitko, B.A., Seton Hall University; Ed.M. Rutgers - The State University; Ph.D. University 
of Iowa. (Senior faculty responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Edward G. Oestreicher, B.E.S., Thomas More College; M.Ed., Xavier University; Ph.D., Doctorate of 
Naturopathy, Clayton College of Natural Healing; Ph.D., Doctor of Philosophy, The Union Institute. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Theresa Pavone, B.S., Eastern Michigan University; M.A., University of Phoenix; Ph.D., Capella 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Laura A. Pogue, BBA, University of Michigan; M.BA., University of Michigan; D.M., University of 
Phoenix. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business – D.B.A. Program) 
 
Casey S. Reason, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Bowling Green State University; Ed.S., University of Toledo. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Lisa D. Reason, B.A., University of Toledo; M.A., Bowling Green State University; Ph.D., Capella 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Sarah E. Redfield, B.A., Mount Holyoke College; J.D., Northeastern University School of Law, LL.M., 
Harvard University Law School. Admitted to the State Bar of Maine. (Senior faculty responsibilities in the 
School of Education) 
 
Scott Resnick, B.A., University of California, Los Angeles; M.B.A., J.D., Arizona State University. 
Admitted to the State Bar of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Edward J. Romano, B.A., Boston University, J.D., Suffolk University Law School, MIP, Franklin Pierce 
Law School. Admitted to the State Bar of Rhode Island.  
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
June Schmieder-Ramirez, B.S., San Jose State University, M.B.A., St. Mary’s University; M.A., Ph.D., 
Stanford University. (Senior faculty responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Terry W. Shorey, B.A., California State University, Sacramento; M.S., National University Sacramento. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Joan L. Slavin, Director of Student Services 
B.A., California State University, Long Beach; J.D., Western State University, College of Law. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Carole A. Smith, B.S., Fitchburg State College; M.S., University of Southern Maine; Ed.D., William 
Howard Taft University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Sam Stewart, B.A., Harding University; M.S., Arkansas State University; Ed.D., William Howard Taft 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
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Duane E. Stiff, B.A., Eastern Oregon College; M.A., California State University at Sacramento; Ph.D., 
United States International University. (Board of Governors, Teaching responsibilities in the School of 
Education) 
 
Robert K. Strouse, Chief Operating Officer; Dean, Taft Law School. B.A., University of California, 
Riverside; J.D., University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law; Admitted to the State Bar of 
California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program and the School of Business - tax 
programs) 
 
Sue C. Swisher, B.A., California State University, Fullerton; J.D., William Howard Taft University. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
William J. Tetu, B.S. United States Military Academy at West Point; M.B.A., Boston University; M.Ed., 
University of Kansas; Ed.D., Argosy University (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Arthur J. Townley, B.A., M.A., California State University at Los Angeles; Ed.D., University of Southern 
California. (Senior faculty responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Margaret A. Trester, B.A., Mount Mary College; J.D., Whittier Law School. Admitted to the State Bar 
of California. (Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Richard T. Vacca, B.A., M.A., State University of New York at Albany; Ed.D., Syracuse University. 
(Senior faculty responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Peter Vander Haeghen, M.A., Central Missouri State University, M.Ed., Nova University. 
(Board of Governors, Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business) 
 
John N. Vitale, Certified Public Accountant, New York. B.S., Brooklyn College; M.S.T., Fordham 
University. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Business -  tax programs) 
 
John H. Webber, B.S., University of North Alabama; M.P.A., Golden Gate University. (Teaching 
responsibilities in the School of Business - M.B.A. Program) 
 
Lydia M.T. Wells, B.A., California State University, Long Beach; M.A., California State University, Long 
Beach; Ph.D., University of La Verne. (Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
 
Nathan D. Wente, B.S., Oregon State University; J.D., University of La Verne, School of Law. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the Juris Doctor Program) 
 
Eileen L. Yantz, B.S., M.S., Nova Southeastern University; Ed.D., William Howard Taft University. 
(Teaching responsibilities in the School of Education) 
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Contact Information 
 
The Taft University System, Inc. 
3700 South Susan Street, Office 200  
Santa Ana, California   92704-6954 
(714) 850-4800 
(800) 882-4555 
(714) 708-2082 (fax) 
 
President of The Taft University System, Inc.  boyd@taftu.edu  (David L. Boyd) 
President of William Howard Taft University  alley@taft.edu  (Jerry Alley)  
Dean of the Taft Law School    strouse@taftu.edu  (Robert K. Strouse) 
Administrative Dean of the School of Education  resnick@taftu.edu  (Barry P. Resnick) 
Academic Dean of the Ed.D. Program    hermann@taftu.edu   (Richard A. Hermann) 
Academic Dean of the M.Ed. Program   bogart@taftu.edu  (Lynn Bogart) 
Director of Administration    baldwin@taftu.edu  (Christine A. Baldwin) 
Director of Student Services    slavin@taftu.edu (Joan L. Slavin) 
Student Services Coordinator    estlow@taftu.edu  (Stephanie L. Estlow) 
 


